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those of whom the world was not worthy

introduction
Welcome to Those of Whom the World was not Worthy: Character Studies of Biblical 
Faith. 
 
Our hope is that by doing this study you will come away with both a working definition of 
Biblical faith and some compelling Biblical examples of men and women who have lived lives 
of faith. The first two studies are an examination of Biblical faith, followed by nine “character 
studies” of individuals who wrestled with issues of faith as they sought to trust God at his 
word in the midst of trying circumstances and overwhelming odds.

One thing to keep in mind is that the main character of any Biblical passage is God. As we 
examine the lives of these people we will see doubt, weakness and sin in their lives. The 
important thing to focus on is God, His faithfulness and what happens when men and women 
chose to put their trust in Him.

Finally, using what you’ve learned during the coarse of this study, you’ll turn the focus to your 
own life. James tells us, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 
what it says.” We must be committed to applying the truth of God’s word to our lives. That is 
what true Biblical faith is! 

Enjoy this exploration of faith. May it lead to you a deeper knowledge of your faithful God. 

“Those who know Your name will trust in You, for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who 
seek You.” Psalm 9:10
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those of whom the world was not worthy

�format
Ready: Occasionally the study will begin with a question, quote or exercise aimed at 
stimulating your thoughts on the topic you will be studying. Allow yourself to sincerely 
consider these as they will help you to commit your undivided attention to the word of God, 
allowing you to profit the most from your time.

Read: Most studies will begin with a section prompting you to read the weekly section along 
with some space to record your thoughts as you go. This section is can actually be the most 
important and rewarding part of the study. Try to read through each passage given one time 
and then go back and read them a second time, this time jotting down things which seem 
important, confusing, interesting or worthy of discussion. Doing a thorough job on this will 
enable you to contribute in meaningful ways to discussion during your Bible study. 

React: After reading the passages and recording your thoughts you’ll find several 
questions intended to help you deal more deeply with what you’ve read. Answer these 
questions thoughtfully and honestly. They, too, can be a gateway to deep discussion within 
your Bible study, and can serve as fodder to stimulate your own personal meditation.

Paul urges Timothy to do this in 2 Timothy 2:7 saying, “Reflect on what I am saying, for the 
Lord will give you insight in all this.” Here we have both a command and a promise. The 
command is to reflect on (other versions say “consider” or “think about”) these things. The 
promise is that God will give us insight or understanding. 

Realize: To realize something is not only to grasp it, it is to make it a reality. The Scriptures 
are filled with commands and pleas to put what God says into practice. Two examples from 
Jesus’ ministry are in Matthew 7:24-27 and John 8:31-32.

In the first, Jesus tells a crowd, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundations on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine 
and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew against that house, and it fell with a 
great crash.”

In the second, Jesus tells some who were following Him, “If you hold to my teaching, you 
are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

If we don’t apply God’s word to our lives, we’re not fooling Him; we’re merely deceiving 
ourselves. Stability, freedom, joy, peace and many other “good gifts” are ours if only God’s 
word would be realized in our lives—made real!

Summary: Our final study will be a summary. Spend some good time on this study. 
Remember the passages above and ask God to deeply move in your heart and life. Ask 
Him to make you one of whom the world is not worthy! 2



those of whom the world was not worthy

�faith defined 
Ready:
“What is faith?  It is the confident assurance that something we hope for will happen.  It is the certainty that what we hope for is 
waiting for us even though the possibility seems slim (Hebrews 11:1).  All Christians have been justified by faith through Christ 
(Galatians 2:16), but in order to receive answers to their prayers, they must pray with faith (Matthew 21:21).  If they doubt and 
do not pray with faith, however, their prayers will go unanswered because whatever is done apart from faith is sin (Romans 
14:23).”
-Gien Karssen, Her Name is Woman, 1960.

Write a definition of faith.  What do you think faith is?  What do you think it looks like in a 
person’s life?

Read: 
Read through Hebrews 11, 2-3 times.  Try and write down 25 observations you make about 
this passage.

The phrase, “by faith” is used 23 times in this chapter. Make a list of all the things
accomplished “by faith”.

Read the following Scripture and create a list of what faith is and what isn’t faith.
Mark 4:35-41  Romans 10:14-17 
Luke 7:1-9   Romans 14:23     
Luke 12:25-28  1 Peter 1:3-9   
John 20:24-29  

 

What is faith? What is faith not?

3



those of whom the world was not worthy

�faith defined 
React:  
Look at your observations. Do they point to any conclusions? Create questions?

Are faith and belief related?

How do we get the “great” faith that Jesus commends the Centurion for?

List five facts about faith that were attested to in these passages.

Realize:  
Write out what you have learned from your study of faith, and think through the following 
questions

What is hard to understand or requires further study?

List the verses that puzzle you and the question(s) that arise from the verses.

Write a definition of faith and compare it to the one you made before you began.  

4



those of whom the world was not worthy

�faith examined
Ready:
Read again Hebrews 11.  Try to make 10-15 more observations about this chapter.

Read:
Read James 2:14-26 and try to make 20 observations.  

Why should our faith lead to visible acts?

What does this mean about the object of faith?

(Optional) WORD Study: Look up the words belief and faith in a dictionary and/or Bible 
dictionary such as Vine’s, Strong’s or Zodhiates.

React:  
Look at the following passages.  What do they say about the role of faith in our lives.
II Chron 20:20   John 20:30-31  Ephesians 3:12

Matthew 21:21-22  Acts 10:43   Ephesians 6:16

Mark 16:16   Acts 26:17-18  I Timothy 6:11-12

Luke 17:5    Romans 5:1-2  

What is the fruit of faith:

What place is it in Christian life?

How do we grow in faith?

5
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�faith examined
Realize: 
Write out what place faith has in your life.  Where do you see its fruit?

Write a definition of faith based upon what you learned from these passages of Scripture.

Biography: Read the testimony of Amy Carmichael.  What do you learn from her example 
of faith?

6



those of whom the world was not worthy

�Abraham: the father of faith
Ready:
Before you begin your study, think through the past two studies.  What did you learn about 
faith?  

What do you already know of Abraham from your studies of Hebrews 11 (vs. 8-16)? What 

are you expecting to see in this account of Abraham’s life?  

Read:
Read Genesis 15:1-6 and 22:1-29 and write down what you notice about the account of 
Abraham and then answer the questions.

What do we know about Abraham before he is promised a son in chapter 15?

What is Abraham’s knowledge/understanding of God in chapter 15?

What is Abraham’s response to God in chapter 22?

What is his view of God after chapter 22?

React:
Think through the passage.  Why is this character/story important? What is God saying/
teaching us through this account?
 
Read Romans 4:16-24 & James 2:20-22
How did Abraham keep his covenant with the LORD?  

What was the object of Abraham’s faith?

How did God keep His promise to Abraham?  How do you see it today?

7



those of whom the world was not worthy

�Abraham: the father of faith
What does it say about Abraham’s faith that he didn’t see the “things promised”?

Realize:
Make this story real and personal to your life.  Write what you have learned from your study.

What is the impact of Abraham’s testimony on your life?

Write a definition of faith based on Abraham’s testimony.*

Note: 
Abraham means “father of the multitudes”

*Each week you will be asked to write a definition of faith based on what you studied that week.  Keep them written down, so 
that at the end of the study you can compare and see how your view of faith has grown/changed.  8
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�Gideon: faith amidst fear
Ready:
“For many people—perhaps even you—once called themselves believers, but when faced with death or difficulty, suddenly found 
their faith in God to be inadequate.  Yet I must ask—was God inadequate or our knowledge of Him?  Our aim, dear friends, should 
be to bring the whole of our being to engage the questions and the cries of the heart, so that we may truly live a life of hope and 
confidence.”
-Ravi Zacharias, “Bridging the Heart And Mind”, 2003

Read:
Read Judges 6-8 and write down what you see in these chapters and work through the
questions.

Who was Gideon before God called him? 

What did he know of God before Judges 6:14?  After?

What were Gideon’s strengths?  His shortcomings?

What did Gideon accomplish?

React:
Think through the passage.  Why is this character/story important?

Where did Gideon show faith?  Where did he show fear or have little faith?

Does the use of a fleece show faith or a lack of faith? Should we test God to discern 
His will?  Mark 11:22-23, Mark 8:12.

What was the effect of his lack of faith?

How did God bless Gideon and Israel because of Gideon’s faith? Despite it?

Why do you think Israel returned to worshiping Baal after Gideon’s death?
9



�Gideon: faith amidst fear
Realize:
Make this story real and personal to your life.  Write out what you have learned.

What principles can you glean from Gideon’s example of faith and fear?

Write a definition of faith based on what you learned from Gideon.

Notes:
Gideon means “great warrior, feller of trees” 10
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�Rahab: faith in action
Ready:
“The “conviction of things not seen” is the substance of faith.  IT is the attention to those spiritual realities that are the true 
substance behind the circumstances of our daily lives.  The conviction of faith is the ability to see in the disparate threads of our 
lives, a beautiful garment, a useful quilt, or a magnificent tapestry.  The conviction of faith is the ability to see beyond the finite to 
the infinite.”
-Stuart McAllister, “The Conviction of Faith”, 2003.

Read:
Read Joshua 2:1-21; 6:1-27 and write down what you notice about the story of Rahab, 
then answer the questions.

What do we know of Rahab’s life before she met the Israelite spies?

What was Rahab’s knowledge of God?

List out where/how Rahab exercised faith?

What was the effect of her faith?

React:
Think through the passage.  Why is this character/story important?

Why do you think the author of Hebrews mentions Rahab in chapter 11?

Read James 2:18-26.  What does this teach us about the testimony of Rahab?

What if she had reacted out of fear and not acted on faith?

11
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�Rahab: faith in action
Realize:
Make this story real and personal to your life.  Write out what you have learned from this 
account.

Is there anything about this account and the person of Rahab with which you identify? 

What is it and why is it important?

Write a definition of faith based on the story of Rahab.

Biography: Read the testimony of John Newton.  What do you learn from his example of 
faith?

12
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� Joshua & Caleb:
faith in God’s promises

Ready:
“Let’s illustrate this for children.  Your daddy is standing in a swimming pool out a little bit from the edge.  You are, let’s say, three 
years old and standing on the edge of the pool.  Daddy holds out his arms to you and says, “Jump, I’ll catch you.  I promise.”  Now, 
how do you make your daddy look good at that moment? Answer:  trust him and jump.  Have faith in him and jump.  That makes 
him look strong and wise and loving.  But if you won’t jump, if you shake your head and run away from the edge, you make your 
daddy look bad.  It looks like you are saying, He can’t catch me or he won’t catch me or it’s not a good idea to do what he tells 
me to do.  And all three of those make your dad look bad.”
-John Piper, “Faith: In Hope, Against Hope, for the Glory of God”, 1999

Write out a definition of faith from what you have been learning.  How has it changed from 
the one you wrote at the start of the study? What has been added to it?

Read:
Read Numbers 13, 14 and write down what you notice about this passage, then answer 
the questions.

What do you know about Joshua & Caleb from these chapters?

What was their view of God?  What did they say about Him?

What did Caleb & Joshua find during their exploration?  What did the other leaders see?

What did they accomplish?

React:
Think through the passage.  Why is this character/story important? Then answer the 
questions.

Where do Joshua & Caleb show faith?  

What caused their opinion to be different than the other leaders? 13
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� Joshua & Caleb:
faith in God’s promises

Read Galatians 2:11-16.  Peter “follows the crowd” and Caleb & Joshua didn’t.  Compare 
the results.

What is the object of these Joshua and Caleb’s faith?

Realize:
Make this story real and personal to your life.  Write what you have learned.

What is the object of your faith?

Write a definition of faith based on the testimony of Joshua & Caleb.  

14
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� Elijah & the widow:
faith and prayer

Ready:
When you conclude this study, read Luke 4:24-26 (Jesus’ comments on the section you are 
studying) and consider who it was that benefited most in this story. That is, who does Jesus 
teach us received God’s blessing in this instance?

Read:
Read I Kings 17; 18:16-42 and write down what you notice about this passage.

What do we learn about the character of Elijah from these stories?

What does he know and believe of God?

How does Elijah exhibit faith? Does he exhibit fear?

Do you see shortcomings in his character?

Why did Elijah believe that God would act on his behalf?

What does he accomplish?

LOOK AT THE WIDOW:
How was the widow’s faith tested? Why?

In what did the widow trust?

What was the conflict that arose in the widow when her son died? What does it say about
her and the process of her faith?

15



those of whom the world was not worthy

� Elijah & the widow:
faith and prayer

React:
Think through the passage.  Why is this character/story important?

Why could Elijah be so bold?
Can we call on God to do similar things to prove Himself even today?  Explain. (Matthew 
17:17-21)

Read James 5:15-18:  How does this expand what you have already learned about Elijah 
and faith?

React:
Make this story real and personal to your life.  Write what you have learned.

Write a definition of faith based on the characters found here.

Notes: 
Elijah, or Elias, means “Jehovah is my God” 
First record of a person raised from the dead in the Bible. 16
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� Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego:
faith under fire

Ready:
“Faith is not merely an act, but a series of acts.  It is a maintained attitude of the heart, an unquestioned obedience.  Faith must 
have a divine warrant upon which to rest, and it finds this in the promises of God.” 
-J. Oswald Sanders, Mighty Faith, 1971, Moody Press, Chicago, IL.

Read:
Read Daniel 1; 3:1-17 and write down what you notice about these men, then answer the questions.

What do you notice about the character of these men?

What do they know/believe of God?

What was the result of their actions?

Look at verses 16-18 of chapter 3.  What did they declare to the king?  Why did they believe this to be true?

React:
Think through the passage.  Why is this account important?

What made these men so bold?

What was the result of their faith?  Did God save them because they believed?

Do you think that they were truly willing to burn to death? If they had would their faith
have wavered?

A look at Stephen
SUMMARY:  Stephen was chosen by the disciples to help oversee the physical needs of the church during the time immediately 
following Christ’s death and resurrection.  He is described in Acts 6 as a “man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit.” (vs. 5) and later as 
a “man full of God’s grace and power” (vs. 8).  Stephen spoke boldly for the LORD and because of his faith he was brought before 
the Sanhedrin, a Jewish ruling body, and asked questions about what he believed and preached.  Stephen stood before the 
Sanhedrin and answered their questions, rebuking them for their unbelief and hypocrisy. The men became enraged at Stephen’s 
boldness, dragged him from the city and began to stone him to death.  Stephen did not waiver, or take back the words he had said 
and believed.  He cried out to God and fell asleep, but was killed at their hands.  Thus began a persecution of the early church.  
(Acts 6-8:3 holds the full account of Stephen.) 17
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� Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego:
faith under fire

What can we learn about faith from Stephen?  

Was Stephen rewarded for his faith or punished for it?

What is similar to the story of Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego ?  Different?

Why did God deliver the three men from the fire, and not save Stephen’s life?

What does this teach us about the focus of our faith?

Realize:
Make this story real and personal to your life.  Write what you have learned from these men.

What was the source of these men’s faith?  What is the source of your faith, if you were
truly honest?

Does God test us/our faith? If so, why? James 1:3, I Peter 1:6,7

How should you view times when you experience “hard” things? What about times you
DON’T?

Write a definition of faith based on the testimonies of these men.

Biography: Read the testimony of Polycarp.  What do you learn from his example of faith 
under fire

Notes:
Shadrach means “servant of (the god) Sin”; 
Meshach means “the shadow of the prince; who is this?” 
Abednego means “servant of Nebo, servant of Ishtar
Hananiah means, “Jehovah is gracious”; 
Mishael means, ”who is what God is?” 
Azariah means “Jehovah has helped”

Stephen means “crown”
This is the account of the first Christian martyr. 18
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�Peter: faith restored
Ready:
“He (Peter) believed in the Lord, in His power, in His person, in His ability. And he did not believe in it merely theoretically. He 
tried it! We are told here: ‘And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water.’ Now that is the essence of 
faith—‘Lord, if it be Thou...’ That is what faith says: ‘If it is indeed You, well then I know You can do this: command me to do it’. 
And he did it. Here again is the great principle that we must always take hold of very firmly. The Christian faith begins and end 
with a knowledge of the Lord. It begins with a knowledge of the Lord—not a feeling, not an act of will, but a knowledge of this 
Blessed Person. There is no value in any feeling unless it is based upon this.”  D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones Spiritual Depression: Its 
Causes and Its Cure, 1965, Eerdmans

  

Read:
Read Matthew 14:22-36 and write down what you notice about this passage and then 
answer the questions.

What can we learn about the person of Peter from this account?

In what ways did Peter demonstrate faith?  Where did he lack it?

How did the LORD deal with Peter in the midst of his struggle with faith?  Despite his lack of 
faith?

React:
Think through the passage.  Why is this character/story important?

SUMMARY:  Peter’s faith was once again tested in Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75.  Christ predicts that Peter will deny any relationship 
with Him in the hours before His death.  Before the rooster crows, Peter would deny Christ and abandon His Savior not once, or 
twice, but three times.  His faith faltered and he indeed denies any connection to Christ.  Yet we see that in the final moments 
of Christ’s time on this earth, Peter is restored.  John 21:11-19 relates the account of Christ asking Peter to affirm his faith three 
times, perhaps for each of Peter’s three denials.  Christ “reinstates” Peter in a tangible way. Consider reading these passages 
for greater insight into Peter’s faith.

How does this compare with what you studied in Matthew 14?  How does it complete the
picture?  

Read Acts 4:1-23.  
What does this teach us about the testimony of Peter?

19
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�Peter: faith restored
How does it complete the picture we begin to see in Matthew and John?

Would you consider Peter a man of faith or a man of fear?

Realize:
Make this story real and personal to your life.  Write what you have learned from this
account.

What does Peter’s testimony show us about Christ?  Faith?

Write a definition of faith based on the testimony of Peter.

Consider what D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones observes about this situation:
“Peter should never have looked at those waves. There was no excuse for him, there was nothing new for him to consider. It is 
of the essence of faith to refuse after-thoughts. Reject them, have nothing to do with them. Say to them, ‘ I have already dealt 
with you!’ ... We can only conquer our doubts by looking steadily at Him and by not looking at them. The way to answer them 
is to look at Him. The more you know Him and His glory the more ridiculous they will become. So keep steadily looking at Him. 
You cannot live on an initial faith—that is what Peter seems to have been trying to do. He started off with great faith and then 
instead of going on with faith he tries to live on it. You cannot live on an initial faith. Do not try to live on your conversion. You 
will be done before you know where you are. You cannot live on one climactic experience, you must keep on looking to Him 
every day. ‘We walk by faith’ and you live by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.” ibid

Biography: Read the testimony of John Bunyan.  What do you learn from his example of 
faith in the midst of difficulty

20
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� Jairus & the woman:
faith in God’s power 

Ready:
“God is pleased by us when two things about him are reflected in our relation to him.  One:  that He is real; and the other that He 
is rewarding.” -John Piper: “Without Faith it is Impossible to Please God”, 1997.

Read:
Read Mark 5:21-43 and write down what you notice about this passage, then answer the
questions.

What can you discern about the woman’s and Jairus’ lives from  this account?  What  must 
it have been like to be them?

What does the woman know and believe about Christ? What does Jairus?

Why does Jesus tell Jairus to “just believe”?

Compare/contrast the faith of Jairus to the faith of the bleeding woman.  

What does the story say about Jesus?

React:
Think through the passage.  Why is this character/story important?

Read Mark 9:21-24  
How does the belief of the man in this passage compare with those in Mark 5?

Why was his response, “Help me to overcome my unbelief.”?  Is this to be our response 
when we don’t believe

trust God?  Explain.

21



� Jairus & the woman:
faith in God’s power 

Realize:
Make this story real and personal to your life.  Apply what you have learned.

Write a definition of faith based on these testimonies in Mark 5.

22
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�Deborah: leading by faith
Ready:
“A faithful and good servant is a real godsend; but truly ‘t is a rare bird in the land.” 
Martin Luther, Table-Talk. clvi. 

Read:
Read Judges 4 and 5 and write down what you notice about this passage, then answer the
questions.

What is the situation in Israel during this time, physically and spiritually?

List the positive attributes of Deborah’s example.  List the negative.

Why did the Lord choose Deborah to help deliver the Israelites?

Look at Deborah’s leadership.  What can you learn about how she led? Where does she
show faith?

React:
Think through the passage.  Why is this character/story important?)

How did Deborah lead?  What can you learn about leadership from her example?

What if Deborah had acted out of fear?

How did she view God?

Look at the song she sings in chapter 5.  What does it tell us about Deborah’s view of her
role?  Of God?

Read 2 Chronicles 34.  How did Josiah and Huldah lead by faith?  What did they
accomplish? 23



�Deborah: leading by faith
Realize:
Make this story real and personal to your life.  Apply what you have learned.)

Read 2 Timothy 2:20-22.  What does this Scripture say about those who are used by God 
to accomplish His purpose?

Write a definition of faith based on the story of Deborah.

Notes:
As a prophetess, God appointed Deborah.
Deborah means “bee”. 24
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�Summary: faith and you
Review & Revise:
Look at each of the 12 definitions of faith you created over the semester.  How has it 
changed? Grown? Been revised? 

Write an overall definition of faith:           
                
                
                
                

Reflect:
Spend some time reflecting on what you learned about faith and then look at yourself.  
If you were studying yourself as a character, what would you learn? Think through the 
following questions about your life:

What are your 3-5 most impacting experiences?

What do you know and believe of God?

What are some of your shortcomings?

What are some accomplishments?

When have you shown faith?  When have you shown fear?

Where has God been glorified in your life and through your experiences and actions?

25



�Summary: faith and you
Realize:
Where can you exhibit greater faith?  

Where/How will you find this greater faith?

If you had more faith, what would you do?  What would be different than it is now?

Read:
To increase your understanding of Biblical faith consider reading one of these works over 
the break:
Karssen, Gien; Her Name is Woman; NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO; 1975.
Karssen, Gien; Her Name is Woman, Book 2;, NavPress, Colorado Springs, CO; 1977.
Lloyd-Jones: Spiritual Depression: Its Causes and Its Cure; Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, MI; 1965

those of whom the world was not worthy
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�
Amy Carmichael 1867-1951
Amy Carmichael’s mother taught her to ask anything of God, for He promises to hear and 
answer.  So three-year-old Amy knelt at her bedside and fervently prayed:  “Dear Lord 
please make my brown eyes blue.  Amen.”  With those words she slipped into bed and 
fell asleep, confident that she would awake with dazzling blue eyes.  In the morning Amy 
rushed to the mirror only to discover that her eyes were as brown as ever.  As a wave of 
disappointment rolled over her, she suddenly realized that “no” is as much of an answer 
as “yes.”  She had learned a valuable lesson.  The Lord does answer prayer, but often the 
answer is no.

Mr. and Mrs. Carmichael raised their four sons and three daughters with strict discipline 
and a sober yet joyful view of the world.  Clearly laying down the rules for behavior, they 
punished the children immediately for disobedience, and all punishments were to be re-
ceived with a polite, “Thank you, Father,” or “Thank you, Mother.”  A ringing bell called the 
family to devotions.  Amy’s father read the Scriptures and told the children stories about the 
martyrs-- men and women who sacrificed everything to remain faithful to Christ.

A test of Amy’s faith came with the sudden death of her father.  Painful as it was, Amy did 
not respond with doubts and anger but channeled her sorrow into faithful service to others, 
especially helping to relieve her mother’s burden by caring for her younger brothers and 
sisters.

An even greater turning point in Amy Carmichael’s life came on a wet and windy Sunday 
morning.  While walking home from church with her family, they met a poor old woman 
burdened with a heavy load.  Taking pity on her, Amy and her brothers picked up the bun-
dle and walked arm and arm with her.  The respectable churchgoers frowned upon this.  
Although Amy and her brothers felt awkward and embarrassed, they plodded on with the 
old woman.  Suddenly the words from First Corinthians flashed through the drizzle:  “Gold, 
silver, costly stones, wood, hay, straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the 
day will bring it to light.  It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 
man’s work.  If what he has built survives.”

Later Amy wrote, “the blinding flash had come and gone;  the ordinary was all about us.  
We went on.  I said nothing to anyone, but I knew something had happened that had 
changed life’s values.  Nothing could ever matter again but the things that were eternal.”  
Amy’s heart went out to the neighborhood children for whom we organized a weekly pro-
gram of Bible study, song, and prayer.  The poor young women of the town, shunned and 
neglected by most church members, were loved by Amy.  Eyebrows raised whenever Amy 
trooped into church with several of the young women from the “wrong side of town.”
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Besides those in her own community that needed Christ, Amy prayed for the countless mil-
lions in Asia living under the dark cloud of idolatry and superstition.  She felt as if the hand 
of God was pulling her into the foreign mission field, but what about her widowed mother?  
Could she leave her?  Amy wrote her mother a long letter explaining her desire to serve 
Christ in Asia.

“Dearest Amy,” her mother answered, “God has lent you to me all these years.... When He 
asks you now to go away from within my reach, can I say no? No, no Amy, He is yours;  you 
are His to take where He pleases and to use you as He pleases.”  With tears of joy, Amy 
thanked God for her mother’s reply and shortly thereafter, in 1895, she left her homeland for 
South India.  The poverty and teeming masses overwhelmed her senses with strange sights, 
sounds, and smells.  The people’s slavish devotion to idols, offering incense, flowers, and 
food to images of wood and metal;  their lack of compassion for the poor, and the rigid caste 
system threw an oppressive spiritual darkness over the land.

The caste system is the foundation of Hinduism.  Everyone is born into a caste, a place in 
society, and there one stays.  It dictates who you can marry, what you can do and where you 
can live.  As Carmichael learned more of this way of life, the cruelty of it broke her heart.

Once when visiting the shack of a poor family, Carmichael saw a small boy suffering from 
the agonies of a painful eye disease.  He couldn’t sleep, he cried constantly, and he rubbed 
his puffy, red eyes.  Two months later, she returned and found the boy had withered away to 
near death, still crying with his eyes inflamed.  Carmichael pleaded, “Please, take him to the 
hospital - they can help him there.”

“Oh no,” his father answered firmly, “we could never do that.  Going to the hospital is against 
our caste.”

“Then he is to suffer till he is blind or dead?” Carmichael asked.

“What can we do?” they said, shrugging their shoulders.  “Can we destroy our caste?”  Amy 
Carmichael prayed, and then left the house weeping.  She couldn’t stop thinking about the 
needless suffering of the little boy.  The caste system made it very difficult for an Indian man 
or woman, boy or girl to become a Christian.  To do so would be to break caste.  Those who 
turned to Christ were often threatened with murder, and some were killed.  One man whose 
daughter was considering becoming a Christian said, “She shall burn to ashes first!”

Danger surrounded the missionaries too.  Once when a girl received Christ as her Savior and 
fled to the mission compound, her family burned the mission school to the ground. Threats 
were common.  In a letter home Carmichael wrote, “Pray that we who are His 
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sworn soldiers abroad may throw our kid gloves to the winds and fight!”  Carmichael hoped 
to spend her days traveling about telling people about Jesus or holding evangelistic meet-
ings, but then a seven-year-old girl named Pearleyes arrived.

Pearleyes had been sent by her mother to a Hindu temple as a “servant of the gods,” a vir-
tual slave to the temple masters.  Wanting no part of the wicked world of the temple, Pear-
leyes escaped home, begging her mother not to return her.  Her mother, afraid to displease 
the gods, dragged the little girl back to the temple.  But Pearleyes refused to stay.  Though 
closely watched, she escaped again and found her way to Carmichael’s mission compound 
at Dohnavur, pleading to stay.  The young girl explained the terrible wickedness that went 
on in the temple.  “Pearleyes,” Carmichael said, wrapping her arms around her, “you have a 
home with us.”

And so began Carmichael’s work rescuing children bound for the temples.  Before long, she 
was playing mother to scores of children.

“Children tie the mother’s feet,” is an old Indian proverb.  Carmichael found it to be true.  At 
first, frustrated with changing diapers, wiping noses, fixing large meals, and rocking sick little 
ones to sleep, Carmichael asked, “Could it be right to turn from so much that might be of 
profit (evangelistic tours, convention meetings for Christians, and so on) and become just a 
nursemaid?”

But then Amy was powerfully struck by the image of Christ wrapping himself in a towel and 
stooping to wash the disciples’ feet.  The Savior did not view humble service as small or un-
important.  So Amy Carmichael willingly let her “feet be tied” for the love of Him whose feet 
were pierced.  They called her “Amma” (mother) and she called them “Lotus Buds.”  They 
built a school and medical clinic as the number of children grew.  Although Amy insisted on 
discipline and obedience, she sought to fill their lives with joy.  “Children must have laughter 
round about them,” Carmichael said.  Carmichael belly-laughed with the children in jokes 
and games, and she filled the compound with song.  She got on all fours in the dirt, teach-
ing them how to plant seeds in the flower garden, by working their little hands to prepare the 
soil, set the seed, and then water it.  In the warm climate of southern India, brilliant colored 
flowers brightened the compound year-round.

For fifty years, Carmichael raised children for the Lord, and she wrote books.  She wrote 
about the children and the joys and sorrows of the Christian life.  More than a dozen of her 
books are still in print and continue to inspire believers to follow in the steps of Jesus Christ.  
Amy Carmichael died at the age of eighty-three.  She was buried on the grounds where she 
had worked all those years.  According to her wishes, no gravestone marks the spot.  The 
Dohnavur Fellowship lives on, doing the work that Carmichael began- providing a Christian 
home for children in great need.
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John Newton 1725-1807
A terrible storm whipped the frigid waters of the North Atlantic into a frenzy.  Eighty-mile-
an-hour winds and thirty foot swells battered the English merchant ship, Greyhound, to the 
brink of sinking.  With sails and masts destroyed, water rushed over the deck with each 
cresting wave, washing several men overboard.  Sailors toiled desperately at the pumps to 
plug the leaks.

John Newton, a drenched and shivering twenty-two-year-old seaman, tied to the helm, did 
his utmost to keep the ship on a steady course.  The fear of death drove him to examine 
his life.  Memories of his rebellion against God filled him with despair;  for he had mocked 
and cursed God for years.  “I am sinking,” he said to himself, “under the weight of all my 
sins into the ocean and into eternity.”  

John Newton’s life began with great happiness and promise.  His father, a sea captain, was 
often away, but his mother showered him with love.  A devout Christian, she filled John’s 
young mind with Bible stories, Scripture verses, and the songs and hymns of Isaac Watts.  
“When you grow up,” she often told him, “you will be a faithful minister of God.”

Then when Newton was seven years old, his mother died, depriving him of her spiritual 
nurture.  Shortly thereafter, his father remarried.  Newton’s stepmother showed little inter-
est in him or the Lord.  The Christian light in the home vanished.  John Newton, often left 
to himself, took up with the worst characters in the neighborhood, replacing the faith of his 
mother with the cursing and lying of his friends.  Newton hated life at home and school, 
so he begged his father to take him to sea.  At age eleven, John Newton began work as a 
cabin boy on his father’s ship and adapted quickly to life on the sea and the sinful ways of 
the sailors.  After a few years, he left his father’s ship and worked on other vessels, finally 
ending up on a slave-trading ship.

Giving no thought to the poor African men, women, and children whose lives were de-
stroyed through the slave trade, Newton shackled them in irons and packed them like sar-
dines below decks, where many died of filth and disease before reaching the shores of the 
New World.  He saw them as the other sailors did -- just another form of cargo, like sugar-
cane or beeswax.

Over the years, Newton became an able seaman and a crude trouble maker.  Despising 
those in authority over him, Newton composed vulgar songs which ridiculed the captain 
and the ship.  Crew members filled the air with these wicked songs.  “I not only sinned with 
a high hand myself,” Newton later admitted, “but I made it my practice to tempt others upon 
every occasion.”
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Captains hated him.  On several occasions his behavior led to a public flogging.  Newton’s 
back was bared and his hands and feet tied to a wooden grate.  A dozen or more lashes 
tore the flesh from his back until he collapsed unconscious.  At one point, in order to flee 
from a particularly cruel captain, Newton jumped ship in Africa.  He went to work for a slave 
trader who ended up enslaving him.  When not working, Newton was locked up and sur-
vived on a small ration of rice and raw fish.  He feared that his life would end as a miser-
able slave on the African coast.

Newton’s father, worried about his son, asked ship captains leaving England to look for 
him.  The Greyhound, trading along the  West African coast, met up with Newton.  “Your 
father is concerned for your welfare,” the captain told him.  “You’re welcome to join us and 
return to England.”  Newton came aboard and began the journey northward, but not far 
from home they hit high winds and heavy seas. 

And so Newton found himself strapped to the helm of the near-sinking Greyhound and felt 
as broken as the storm-tossed ship.  But then he found his thoughts turning to Christ for 
the first time in years.  “Christ died for sinners, but could He forgive my sins which are so 
many and so terrible?” he wondered.  “I rejected the truth of God taught to me by my moth-
er; could He forgive that?”

When his watch at the helm ended and the storm subsided a bit, he found a New Testa-
ment and began reading.  Luke 11:13 inspired him to put his life in the Lord’s hands:  “If 
you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.”

“If this book is true,” Newton said to himself, “the promise in this passage is true likewise.  
He has promised here to give the Spirit to those who ask.  I must therefore pray, and if it is 
of God, He will make good His word.”  With tears, he prayed for forgiveness and a new life.  
The ship managed to stay afloat and John Newton touched land again a changed man.  
He attended Church immediately, received the Lord’s Supper, and vowed to serve God.  
Newton studied the Bible in earnest and read the best Christian books he could find, and 
he developed close friendships with George Whitfield and other Christian leaders.

It wasn’t long before Newton, with encouragement of his friends, felt the call of God to 
enter the ministry.  He passed the ordination exams of the Church of England and began to 
pastor in Olney, a poor town north of London.  “The Lord has sent me here,” he said, “not 
to acquire the character of a ready speaker but to win souls for Christ.”

His loving care, prayers, and bedside visits won the hearts of the people of Olney.  He 
started a midweek prayer meeting and Sunday evening gatherings in his home.  Although 
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he and his wife were childless, Newton loved children.  “I want to talk to them and explain 
the Scriptures to them in their own little way,” he said.  So he began a children’s meeting.  
The children delighted in his exciting stories and the model ships he made out of paper.  
Soon more than two hundred children gathered around him each week to learn the things 
of God.

Putting his talent for poetry to work, Newton composed hymns, hundreds of them.  At 
times, he wrote a new hymn for each weekly prayer meeting.  “Amazing Grace,” “Glorious 
Things of Thee are Spoken,” and “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds in a Believer’s 
Ear” are the best loved.

He wrote the story of his coming to faith in Christ, which became a best seller in England 
and America.  Newton worked tirelessly to stop slavery in the British Empire, writing pam-
phlets and testifying before Parliament and inspiring English statesmen like William Wil-
berforce to use their power to stop the slave trade.  As his fame and influence grew, he 
never lost sight that he was a sinner saved by grace.  On his deathbed he said to a friend, 
“My memory is nearly gone; but I remember two things:  that I am a great sinner, and that 
Christ is a great Savior.”  He wrote the words that later appeared on his gravestone:

John Newton
Once an infidel and libertine,
a servant of slaves in Africa,

was by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned,

and appointed to preach the faith
He had long labored to destroy.

At the age of eighty-two, John Newton died.  His remarkably change life and his hymns of 
praise live on as a testimony to Christ’s amazing grace.

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound!
That saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.

John Newton
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Polycarp c. A.D. 69-155
“I will build my church,” Jesus said.  “And the gates of hell will not prevail against it.”  And 
He built it with shocking and glorious power.  Christ burst from the tomb, showed Himself 
alive, and sent the Spirit in tongues of fire.  This transformed the cowardly and confused 
disciples into valiant soldiers of the cross.  They healed the sick, raised the dead, and 
boldly proclaimed the gospel.  Thousands streamed into the Kingdom of God.  Nothing like 
it had ever been seen before.

The Jewish religious leaders flogged the disciples and warned them to stop speaking about 
Christ.  “Judge for yourselves,” the disciples answered, “whether it is right in God’s sight to 
obey you rather than God, for we cannot help speaking about all we have seen and heard.”

Fearing the growing number of Christians and hating their refusal to bow down to the pa-
gan gods, the Roman emperors declared that following Christ was a crime punishable by 
death.  They began blaming Christians for every calamity.  One early Christian sighed, 
“If the rivers flood, or if there is drought or famine or plague, the pagans cry:  ‘Throw the 
Christians to the lions!’”

The Romans put to death many of the first disciples of Christ, beheading Paul, crucifying 
Peter, and killing others by fire, sword, and beasts.  They died with the words of Jesus ring-
ing in their ears:  “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.  If they perse-
cuted me, they will persecute you also.”

In the face of terrible persecution, the church grew stronger, expanding to the four corners 
of the Roman Empire and beyond.  A new generation of Christian leaders arose to take the 
place of the apostles and disciples.  One of the foremost of these was a man named Poly-
carp.  Here is part of his story.

Crouching low, hugging the sand, a lion circled the young man standing in the center of the 
arena.  The crowd watched without making a sound.  From the imperial box in the grand-
stands, the Roman governor looked on with a grin.  The rulers of the Roman Empire called 
Christians “godless” because they refused to bow down to Roman gods or offer incense 
to the emperor.  Here in Smyrna, the governor had ordered that any Christians unwilling to 
renounce their faith would be executed.  So now this young man stood still, circled by the 
lion.

“Come now,” the governor shouted to the man.  “You are young.  A lifetime awaits you.  It’s 
not too late.  Some of your friends have just sworn the oath to Caesar.  I will remove the 
beast, if you will do it.  Swear the oath and you will live.”

Polycarp
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The young man shook his head and stood his ground as the lion crept nearer.  The lion 
paused and then pounced.  In an instant the two were intertwined, with the animal tearing 
at the man with powerful swipes. The lion closed his massive jaws, and the young man 
went limp.  The crowd cheered.  “Death to the godless!” someone shouted.

One of the Roman leaders spoke up.  “He was just a follower.”  Another shouted, “We want 
Polycarp, their leader!  Death to the godless!  Death to Polycarp!”  Soon the chant sounded 
throughout the arena, “Death to the godless!  Death to Polycarp!”  The order was given, 
and a small troop left to arrest Polycarp, the bishop of Smyrna.

Polycarp had been taught in his youth by the Apostle John, and he had led many people to 
faith in Jesus Christ.  When the soldiers found Polycarp, they rushed him to the arena and 
hauled him before the Roman governor of the province.  Upon seeing Polycarp, the crowd 
erupted with a roar, “Death to the godless!  Death to Polycarp!”

Dressed in an embroidered robe of purple and gold, the governor stood in the imperial box, 
glaring down at Polycarp in his dusty tunic.  He waved his hand and quieted the crowd.  
“Are you Polycarp, the teacher of the Christians?” the governor asked.

“I am,”  Polycarp answered.

“Have respect for the honor of your old age,” the governor said.  “Swear by Caesar and 
save yourself.  Point to the Christian prisoners there and say ‘Away with the godless.’”

Polycarp turned from the Christian prisoners, pointed to the pagan crowds, lifted his voice 
to heaven, and said, “Away with the godless.”

The people gnashed their teeth at the insult.  “How dare he call us godless!”

The governor tempted Polycarp a second time, “Swear the oath to Caesar and I will re-
lease you.  Deny Christ!”

Polycarp stood straight and answered in a clear voice, “For eighty-six years I have been 
His servant, and He has done me no wrong.  How then can I blaspheme my King who 
saved me?”

“Swear by Caesar!” the governor shouted.

“Your try in vain to get me to swear by Caesar.  Hear me plainly, I am a Christian!”

Polycarp
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“I have wild beasts here,” the governor said.  “I will throw you to them unless you change 
your mind.”
“Call for them,” Polycarp answered.

“If you are not afraid of the beasts, I will have you burned alive.”

“You threaten me with fire that burns for a little while and goes out,” Polycarp said.  “But 
you are ignorant of the fire of eternal punishment which is prepared for the ungodly.  Why 
do you wait?  Come and do what you want with me.”

“This is the teacher of Asia,” someone cried, “the father of the Christians, who teaches 
many not to worship our gods.  Burn him!”

Soldiers tied Polycarp to a post and surrounded him with straw, oil-soaked kindling, and 
timber.  Polycarp prayed aloud, “O Lord God Almighty, the Father of your beloved Son, Je-
sus Christ, through Whom we have received the knowledge of you:  I bless You for grant-
ing me the honor of this day and hour that I might be numbered among the martyrs.  You 
are the faithful and true God.  To You be glory both now and for the ages to come.  Amen.”

A long torch ignited the bonfire and a mighty flame leapt upward.

Polycarp’s courage in the face of death emboldened persecuted Christians throughout the 
empire to remain faithful to Christ.
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John Bunyan 1628-1688
“As I walked through the  wilderness of this world, I lighted on a certain place where there 
was a den, and I laid me down in that place to sleep; and, as I slept, I dreamed a dream.  I 
dreamed, and behold, I saw a man clothed with rags, standing in a certain place, with his 
face from his own house, a book in his hand, and a great burden on his back.  I looked, 
and saw him open the book, and read therein;  and, as he read, he wept and trembled;  
and not being able to contain, he brake out with a lamentable cry, saying, ‘What shall I 
do?’”

Thus begins John Bunyan’s, Pilgrim’s Progress, one of the most widely read and dearly 
loved books ever written.  The story of Christian traveling to the Celestial City is the story of 
Bunyan’s own coming to faith in Jesus Christ.  This is his story.

One day as John Bunyan, a traveling tinker, leaned against a shop window cursing loudly, 
a poor woman wagged her finger in his face saying, “You are the most ungodly fellow for 
swearing that I have ever heard, you will spoil all the youth of the town if they come into 
your company.”  Her remark pierced him like a knife.  Bunyan turned away tongue-tied and 
ashamed.  The shame did not vanish quickly but remained, leaving him weak-kneed and 
depressed.  “O that I might be a little child again,” he said to himself, “and that my father 
might teach me to speak without this wicked way of swearing.”

Bunyan vowed to become a new man.  He stopped his cursing and began reading the 
Bible and talking about religion.  Proud of his reformed life he said, “I pledge God as well 
as any man in England.”  Then one sunny day while walking down a lane in Bedford, Bun-
yan came upon some women sitting on a porch taking a short break from their labors.  He 
overheard them talking about God.  “I drew near to hear what they said,” Bunyan wrote 
later, “for I was now a brisk talker also myself in the matters of religion, but now, I heard but 
I understood not;  for they were far above me, out of my reach;  for their talk was about a 
new birth, the work of God in their hearts.  They spoke as if joy did make them speak;  they 
spoke with such pleasantness of scripture language and with such appearance of grace in 
all they said that they were to me as if they had found a new world.”

Bunyan left, his chest pounding, the pride in his religion evaporated.  He couldn’t get the 
talk of those women out of his mind.  Their faith and joy stood in stark contrast to his fears 
and doubts.  He felt as if he was shivering in the snow while the poor women of Bedford 
basked in pleasant sunbeams.

Time and again, Bunyan returned to speak with those women of Bedford.  “You need to 
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talk with our pastor,” they told him.  So they walked him across town and introduced him to 
their pastor, John Gifford.  Gifford, a stout old man and a veteran of the English Civil War, 
warmly took his hand and invited him in.  Bunyan poured out his heart to Gifford.  The old 
pastor prayed with him and began to teach him from the Bible about Jesus Christ.  That 
was the first of many long talks between them.

Some time later while worshipping at Gifford’s church, the Lord touched John Bunyan’s 
heart.  “These words did suddenly break in upon me, “ he said later of that day.  “‘My grace 
is sufficient for you, My grace is sufficient for you, My grace is sufficient for you,’ three 
times together; and O, I thought that every word was a mighty word unto me.  And then this 
verse from John 6:37, ‘Whoever comes to me I will never drive away.’  I saw it was not my 
good frame of heart that made my righteousness better, nor yet my bad frame that made 
my righteousness worse;  for my righteousness was Jesus Christ himself, the same yester-
day, today, and forever.”

Bunyan returned home as if walking on air.  “I thought I could have spoken of His love and 
mercy even to the very crows that sat upon the plowed lands before me,” he said.  Before 
long the Bedford congregation elected Bunyan an officer of the church and sent him out as 
a traveling preacher to the neighboring villages.  He continued to earn his living as a tinker 
but spent much of his time preaching.

At this same time, King Charles II pushed through laws forcing everyone, regardless of 
conscience, to worship as the Church of England directed.  The king did not recognize 
the Non-Conformist preachers, those outside the Church of England like Bunyan, as true 
ministers of the Lord.  On November 12, 1660, Bunyan rode out to preach at a country 
farmhouse, nestled in a field of elm trees.  Upon entering the cottage, the people did not 
greet him with their usual joy but with anxious looks and warnings of danger.  For word had 
leaked out that a justice of the peace had issued a warrant for Bunyan’s arrest should he 
attempt to preach.  Members of the congregation urged him not to go ahead with the meet-
ing.

“Brother,” one man said to Bunyan, “do you think it wise to proceed with the meeting?  Per-
haps we should call it off for another day.”

“No, by no means,” Bunyan said firmly.  “I will not be stopped; neither will I have the meet-
ing dismissed for this.  Come, be of good cheer, and let us not be afraid.  Our cause is 
good, we need not be ashamed;  to preach God’s Word is so good a work that we shall be 
well rewarded if we suffer for it.”  People filled the farmhouse for the service and Bunyan 
began with prayer.  With Bible in hand, he was about to begin his sermon when in burst the 
constable and his men.  Waving the arrest warrant, the constable ordered his men to seize 
Bunyan.
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As they led him away he called to the people, “It is a mercy of God to suffer for doing good.  
Better by far to be the persecuted than the persecutors.”
The next day, Bunyan stood before a judge who said, “Why do you go to such meetings 
and preach?  You are a tinker, why don’t you follow your trade?  It is unlawful for you to 
carry on religious services as you do.”

“I do follow my calling a preach the Word, too,” Bunyan answered.  “I look upon it as my 
duty to do them both as I have the opportunity.”

“Mr. Bunyan, I intend to send you to jail unless you promise to stop preaching and calling 
the people together.”

“I shall not stop speaking the Word of God,” Bunyan answered.  “I shall continue to coun-
sel, comfort, and teach the people that desire it.  I think that this is a work which has no 
harm in it.  It is worthy of commendation not blame.”

“Do you no love your wife and children?” asked the judge.

“Indeed I do, very dearly,” Bunyan said, his heart breaking at the thought of leaving his wife 
and four children, “but in comparison with Jesus Christ I do not love them at all.”

“Away to prison with him.” the judge ordered.

Bunyan’s home was  now a cold and lonely cell.  Being dragged from his wife and children, 
Bunyan said, “felt as if my flesh was pulled from my bones.”  Often tempted to give up 
preaching and return home, Bunyan resisted and clung to the promise of Jeremiah 49:11.  
“Leave your orphans, I will protect their lives.  Your widows, too can trust in me.”  He made 
leather boot laces to help support his family and wrote eleven books, including the story 
of his coming to faith in Christ, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners.  When permitted, 
Bunyan preached to as many members of the Bedford church as could crowd into the jail.

After twelve years, the laws against Non-Conformist preaching were relaxed and Bunyan 
was released.  He threw himself into the work of preaching, writing, and organizing new 
churches.  But after three years, the king revoked the license to preach granted to Bun-
yan and other Non-Conformist ministers.  John Bunyan refused to stop preaching and was 
thrown in jail for another six months.  During that time he wrote Pilgrim’s Progress, an al-
legory of the joys, sorrows, trials, and triumphs of the Christian life.

At the age of fifty-nine, Bunyan was struck down by a high fever.  From his deathbed he 
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encouraged his friends with short, insightful saying;  one of his last saying was about 
prayer:  “when you pray, better to let your heart be without words than your words without a 
heart.”  Perhaps John Bunyan’s entry into heaven was like his description in Pilgrim’s Prog-
ress of Christian and Hopeful at the gates of the Celestial City:  “As they entered they were 
transfigured, and they had raiment put on them that shone like gold.  All the bells in the city 
rang again for joy, and it was said unto them, ‘Enter into the joy of your Lord.’”

Who would true valour see, let him come hither;
One here will constant be, come wind, come weather;
There’s no discouragement shall make him once relent

His first avowed intent to be a pilgrim.
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